subject and have studied no cases which in their opinion con/
formed to a chronic type of miliary tuberculosis of the lungs,
Pagel, however, demurs at the designation chronic miliary
tuberculosis, and prefers the term chronic disseminated tuber/
culosis, while Burton Wood describes the condition as miliary
epituberculosis. The term miliary tuberculosis connotes the
impregnation of the pulmonary tissue from apex to base with
minute tubercles, a condition which postulates systemic infection
in a nonprotected subject and which is incompatible with any
conception of chronicity. Pagel states that in patients in whom a
condition simulating chronic miliary tuberculosis is found, the
postmortem evidence of tuberculosis is not infrequently absent,
and he regards the miliary spread as silicotic rather than tuber/
culous in origin. There exists sufficient evidence to prove that
the diagnosis of miliary tuberculosis of the lungs by X/ray
examination is uncertain. A case of this kind was recently
brought to the writer's notice by his deputy, A. P. Ford. The
patient was a child acutely ill in whom the diagnosis of miliary
tuberculosis was based on X^ray findings, but the pulmonary
picture cleared within three months time.
TUBERCULOUS BACILLAEMIA. Tuberculous in,
fection is frequently conveyed through the blood stream and tfie
presence of tubercle bacilli in the blood at some period in the
course of the disease must be a fairly frequent occurrence. Haemic
infection is responsible for generalized tuberculosis, miliary
tuberculosis and various forms of non/respiratory disease. The
frequency with which tuberculous bacillaemia occurs has been
exhaustively investigated by Wilson, who concluded that the
researches carried out on this subject give the following results as
regards percentages of tubercle bacilli in the blood: pulmonary
tuberculosis 4*9, miliary or meningeal tuberculosis 36-4, and non/
pulmonary tuberculosis 2-7. Although bacillaemia is respon/
sible for metastatic infection, it is also, as pointed out by Pottenger,
the means by which self-protection against further infection may
be induced in consequence of the disintegration of the bacilli in
the blood stream and the liberation of endotoxins.
Bacillaemia is more common in childhood than in adult life
and is more frequently associated with primary infections and
with the absence of specific protection, but it is also associated t
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